
 

Copmanthorpe Methodist Church 
www.copmanthorpemethodist.org.uk 

Churches Together in Copmanthorpe LEP  
Minister: Revd Helen Freeston 

Senior Steward: Steph, who can be contacted on 

 copmeth@gmail.com / 07955 703797 

 

17 October 2021 

 
 
Sunday 17 October 
 
Today we have an online YouTube service led by Rev Leslie Newton and based on Mark 
10:35-45, whoever wants to be a leader must be a servant.   You can watch this at home 
(the link is on the email sending out these notices) but it will also be screened at church 
from 10.15 (with thanks for Colin) for those who would like to sit with others (and have a 
cup of coffee).   
 
Sunday 24 October 
 
Steve Leah will lead our service in the church building. 
 
Sunday 31 October 
 
A Communion service led by Rev David Bidnell, the new Circuit Superintendent. 
 
Weekly online services are also produced by the Circuit and can be found on their YouTube 
channel - https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMZll3vyksFEonZ-EQbbhuQ. 
 
Church Council 
 
A meeting was held on Wednesday evening for Church Council members and anyone else 
who wanted to attend, and the following is a summary of what took place and what was 
agreed/approved. 
 
 Annual general church meeting - this has been postponed until early next year. 

 
 Church leadership team - in order to strengthen CLT during the current transition 

period, the meeting approved the temporary appointment to CLT of Ann, Russ and Jo-
Anne; this arrangement will be reviewed in January.   The meeting also agreed that 
Tim D be co-opted on to Church Council as our representative on the Recreation 
Centre and Carnival committees.   We do not yet have a date when Heather Shipman 
will be able to join us, and her exact role and responsibilities are yet to be decided, but 
she has offered (once in position) to come to CMC on a Friday morning to meet people 
over a cup of coffee. 
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 Pastoral - the pastoral team met recently and the pastoral lists are being reviewed.  
 The meeting approved recommendations from the pastoral team that pastoral 
visitors be renamed pastoral contacts (reflecting the fact that keeping in contact can 
be done by telephone, email, text messages, and speaking in church as well as by 
visiting), that members of existing active groups (e.g. the ladies' and men's groups) will 
be responsible for looking after each other and that people who do not belong to such 
a group will have a nominated pastoral contact.   Also approved was the appointment 
of Ruth P as Pastoral Team Leader. 
 

 Finance - All papers etc. have now been passed over by Colin and a finance team has 
been formed, comprising Nick (as a kind of consultant), Jo-Anne (bookkeeping) and 
Steph.  The meeting approved the appointment of Steph as our designated Treasurer 
on a temporary basis and that she should be a signatory on the church's bank 
accounts. 
The meeting also agreed that, in line with a request from Connexion, our church 
should make a voluntary donation to the Methodist Pension Fund of £1,170.   More 
information on this can be provided if you would like it. 
 

 Classic Film Club - the meeting approved the plans as set out later in the notices. 
 

 Safeguarding - our safeguarding policy was reviewed and approved. 
 

 Date of next meeting - Wednesday 23 February 2022 at 7.00 p.m.   A brief meeting 
will need to be held in November to approve the annual accounts. 

 
Forthcoming meetings 
 
Two forthcoming meetings have been set up which are both open to everyone who would 
like to come along – all are welcome. 
 
 Churches Together in Copmanthorpe – Partnership and Mission Enabling Groups, 

Tuesday 19 October, 8.00 p.m. at St Giles 
An opportunity to discuss with our friends at St Giles plans to get out into the local 
community and share our faith with others.   Representatives from Peace of Cake will 
also be there, making it a true “Christians in Copmanthorpe” meeting. 
 

 A meeting with Rev David Bidnell, Circuit Superintendent - Monday 1 November, 
7.00 p.m. at CMC 
David has requested this meeting to talk to us about future ministerial support from 
next September. 

 
Vacancies in the church 
 
Great news – several of our vacant positions have been filled.   As approved by Church 
Council, Steph has taken on the role of Treasurer and Ruth as Pastoral Team Leader.   We 
have also had an offer from someone to take over as Safeguarding Officer and have found 
someone to act as independent examiner for the accounts. 
 



Come4Coffee and Stay4Cinema 
 
As mentioned in previous weeks, Come4Lunch is paused until at least next spring and there 
are at present no plans to start again the Friday night Copmanthorpe Community Cinema.   
There have, however, been several offers of help to make coffee for the Classic Film Club 
and a meeting has been held with Russ, Ann, Jo-Anne, John and Steph to consider whether 
there were links to be made with the people who used to come to Come4Lunch so that we 
could offer them some kind of social time and also continue with the running of a daytime 
film. 
 
The outcome is Come4Coffee and Stay4Cinema (no longer called the Classic Film Club).   The 
coffee bar will be open at 10.00 for those who would like a chat over coffee until 11.00, or 
they could take their coffee and move into the “cinema” at 10.30 where a classic film will be 
shown on the big screen.   The first session will be on Thursday 4 November.   There is no 
charge and you don’t need a ticket – just come along – hot drinks, biscuits, time to chat, a 
classic movie and a warm welcome will all be available. 
 
Flower ministry 
 
The flower ministry of our church is important and the flowers are really appreciated by 
those who receive them.   Don’t forget that you can make a donation for flowers on any 
particular Sunday (perhaps to celebrate a birthday or anniversary, or to remember a loved 
one’s life).   Suggestions of recipients for the flowers can be written on the slips of paper by 
the “flower box” in the entrance lobby.   To be on the receiving end of the flowers is a 
definite way of making people feel that we care for them, and flowers can say so many 
things – welcome, with sympathy, sorry to hear, get well soon, congratulations, well done, 
good luck, and thank you. 
 
Operation Christmas Child – Shoebox Appeal 
 
It’s that time of year again when we appeal for shoeboxes to be filled – 
a simple box gift packed with love and fuelled by prayer can have a 
huge impact and bring great joy to children around the world.   St Giles 
have a large number of self-assembly boxes so there is no need to 
cover our own, and they can be collected from St Giles or from Libby.  

 
The National Collection Week 15-22 November but St Giles does not yet have a date for 
collection, so would appreciate if you could keep your box until a date is available. 
 
Prayer 
 
If you have prayer concerns or you would like prayer support, please get in touch with your 
pastoral contact or Steph.  Either will be happy to receive your prayer request, and pray 
with you or for you.    
 
The streets on our village prayer list for this week are Lorriners Drive, Potters Drive and 
Ropers Court.    Let us pray that each person living and working in these streets may come 
to know Jesus and that he brings peace and healing in their lives.   
 
The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this week is Rufforth.   Let us thank God for the 
work of God in that place, and pray for that church as they consider how best to respond to 
God’s call at this time. 



 
Contact 
 
For the time being while Helen is not available, the main contact person for our church is 
Steph, our senior steward.   If there are any urgent pastoral or other needs (such as funerals, 
weddings, baptisms, hospital visits etc), please contact Steph and she will approach the 
most appropriate person at either our Circuit or District to respond to the need that has 
arisen.   Her email address is copmeth@gmail.com or phone 07955 703797. 
 

 
 
 

Please keep emailing items for the notices 
to Jean.  
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