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Sunday 9 May 
 
Our online service today is led by Rev Helen, with prayers and readings by Rachel. 
 
The Bible passage for the children’s activity sheets is John 15:9-17, exploring Jesus’ teaching 
about loving others. 
 
Sunday 16 May 
 
Another well-deserved break for the group which prepares our online services, but the 
traditional online service prepared by the Circuit will be available – see below for the link. 
 
Sunday 23 May – Pentecost 
 
Our service will be led by Rev Helen and is still in its planning stages.   This is the target date 
agreed by the York Methodist Circuit for a general re-opening of churches for Sunday 
worship.   The final decision on when to open our premises will be taken by the Church 
Council (meeting this coming week – see below), but we aim to lead worship on this day in 
our church building.  
 
Circuit services 
 
If you would like to listen to the Circuit’s traditional online service, it is available on their 
YouTube channel - www.youtube.com/channel/UCMZll3vyksFEonZ-EQbbhuQ 
 
And the Circuit’s “Dial a sermon” service is available for those unable to access online 
services.   Dial 01904 948409 to hear an audio recording of recent readings and sermon, 
around 10-15 minutes long.   You will be charged as for a local call according to your current 
phone package. 
 
Church Council 
 
Our Church Leadership Team has been holding regular Zoom meetings, but it is now time for 
the full Church Council to meet together.   The meeting will be on Wednesday 12 May at 
7.30 p.m. – the date was emailed to Council members a few weeks ago so hopefully 
everyone made a note of it.   The agenda and Zoom link will be circulated at the beginning of 
next week. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMZll3vyksFEonZ-EQbbhuQ


Bible month 2021 
 
Bible month has become an annual highlight in the Methodist 
Church calendar, and each June churches and individuals are 
invited to dig deep into a particular book of the Bible over a 
four-week period.  
 
The Bible month book for 2021 is the Gospel of Mark and this 
booklet has been written to accompany the four sessions. 
 
Is anyone interested in a Zoom four-week Bible study in June?   
If so, contact Jean and we can then arrange for sufficient copies 
of the booklet to be purchased.  
 
Welcoming stewards 
 
As we plan to reopen the church building for worship, we will need welcoming stewards to 
greet people as they arrive.   Some of you who have done this in the past will wish to 
continue whilst others may feel that they are no longer feel able to do so, and others 
offered last year when we reopened the building for some Sunday afternoons, so it might be 
best to start again from scratch and draw up a new list.  Please consider whether this is 
something you would like to do or continue to do, and (if you have not already done so) 
contact Jean to let her know.  
 
Fellowship 
 
Our online services have been greatly appreciated for over a year now – many thanks to the 
hardworking dedicated team which puts them together – but we recognise that what many 
people have been missing is the opportunity to get together for a chat over a cup of coffee.  
That is why the Church Leadership Team suggested that we try to expand the idea of 
“garden chats”.   The Tuesday morning group has been getting together most weeks since 
last summer (for a chat in the garden when allowed and a walk round the village in pairs 
when outdoor meetings were restricted), but it would be great if we could set up more 
groups meeting at other times during the week, especially now that the warmer weather 
should hopefully be on the way.    Please let Jean know if you would like to host a group in 
your garden or if you would like to belong to a group. 
 
York Foodbank 
 
Many of you supported our appeals at Christmas and Easter to support the foodbank, and 
we have decided that we would like to continue that support at other times during the year.   
Our next collection for the foodbank will be on Saturday 3 July - please start collecting items 
to help York families who so desperately need it.   According to York Foodbank’s website, 
over 90% of the food distributed is donated by the public, and these donations are vital to 
enable them to provide a balanced and nutritious three-day supply of food to everyone who 
is referred to them. 
 
The items the foodbank is currently shortest of are laundry detergent, tinned sponge 
puddings, toilet rolls, powdered milk and deodorant.   At present they are well stocked in 
baked beans, cereal, pasta, nappies and sanitary products. 
 



Prayer 
 
If you have prayer concerns or you would like prayer support please feel free to email or 
phone Helen on Helenfreeston1958@gmail.com / telephone 01904 594460 or get in touch 
with your Pastoral Visitor.  Either will be happy to receive your prayer request, and pray 
with you or for you.   
 
The streets on our village prayer list for this week are Wattlers Close, Hatters Close and 
Herdsmans Drive.  Let us pray that each person living and working in these streets may 
come to know Jesus and that he brings peace and healing in their lives.   
 
The church on the Circuit Prayer Rota for this Sunday is Bishopthorpe.  Let us thank God for 
the work of God in that place, and pray for the church as they consider how best to respond 
to God's call at this time. 
 
Next week (10 to 16 May) is Christian Aid week.  Have a look at their website – 
www.christianaid.org.uk - or other resources and find out more about the projects they run. 
Pray for them and, if you can, consider making a donation. 
 
Run to the Philippines for Christian Aid! 
 
If you thought that our “Active August” initiative last year was not sufficiently energetic – 
 
 A group from Haxby and Wiggington Methodist Church are planning to run from York to the 
Philippines (virtually!)  during the month of May, a distance of 6550 miles or 10541 km, to 
raise money for Christian Aid.  A very very long way!   If you’d like to donate to their Just 
Giving Page and read more about the challenge, please click on the link below. 
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/runtothephilippines 
And if you would like to join in and add some kilometers of your own, please email 
localpastor@hwmc.org.uk for details of how to add in your distances. 
 
 
This week’s picture - tulips at Burnby Hall Gardens in Pocklington. 
 

 
 
 

Please keep emailing items for the notices 
to Jean.  
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