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5th March 2021 

 

 

A PASTORAL LETTER TO THE DISTRICT  

 

 

Dear friends 

 

God In Love Unites Us 

On Saturday 27th February our District Representative Synod met, on Zoom, to confer and 

express its mind upon the provisional resolutions as set out in the “God In Love Unites 

Us”1 report. 

 

Synod spent the whole morning together in prayer, worship and conversation with many 

and varied contributions.  I want to affirm with sincere gratitude the grace with which 

people spoke and listened. We affirmed our widely shared commitment to take scripture 

seriously.  We reflected on the richness of our Christian, and in particular Methodist, 

tradition.  We heard some moving testimonies of personal experience.  We engaged 

seriously in seeking the mind of Christ together. 

 

In doing all of this, we were building on conversations held in many churches and circuits 

– and at District-led gatherings – over the last couple of years.  These were themselves 

building on many other opportunities for conversation offered over the last three decades 

to explore the complex issues of human sexuality and good relationships.   Synod met 

mindful of all these conversations and recognised the importance of their role in conveying 

to the Methodist Conference reflections from our District.   

 

The five provisional resolutions before us2 were all passed with substantial majorities as 

noted in the attached paper.  These results will be sent to the Conference Office together 

with a note of the significant points raised in the debates.  A brief digest of these points is 

also in the paper.  Both the votes and the notes from every District will be taken into 

account in preparing final proposals for the Conference as it meets this summer.  

 
1 https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf  
2 These are set out at the end of the report, linked above. 

https://www.methodist.org.uk/media/12606/3240-10-amended-marriage-and-relationships-report.pdf


‘God in love unites us’ is our Christian hope as well as the title of the report.  I earnestly 

pray that we might come to see the joy of this fulfilled.  However, of course, we must 

recognise that there are some deeply held divergent convictions amongst us. Some of our 

body will feel glad and hopeful. Others will be feeling concerned and perhaps ‘defeated.’  

How can we travel on together?   

We can be clear that John Wesley would encourage us to journey on together, despite our 

differences, with a commitment to look and work for a surprising and God-inspired unity.  

In his Plain Account of Christian Perfection in 1766 Wesley says this:  "Suffer not one 

thought of separating from your brethren, whether their opinions agree with yours or not. 

Do not dream that any man sins in not believing you, in not taking your word; or that this 

or that opinion is essential to the work, and both must stand or fall together.” 

I am also reminded of the appeal of the Apostle Paul in Romans 15:5-6: ‘May the God of 

steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in 

accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and 

Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.’ 

So, despite how some of us may feel, I sincerely encourage us to remain devoted to our 

corporate life of worship and witness, and to be faithful in praying for each other. 

Finally, please be assured of my ongoing care and prayers for you all, and of my desire to 

do all I can to help us to journey on well together.  May the prayer of Jesus, recorded in 

John 17:20-23, be fulfilled amongst us: ‘As you, Father, are in me and I am in you, may 

they also be in us, so that the world may believe that you have sent me.  The glory that you 

have given me I have given them, so that they may be one, as we are one, I in them and 

you in me, that they may become completely one, so that the world may know that you 

have sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.’   

With every blessing  

 

Leslie Newton 

District Chair 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


