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Well, here we are again, I’m definitely getting déjà vu vibes over here.  I keep checking and rechecking my 
diary because every day seems ominously like the previous one.  I have to say that normally I do something 
for Lent (doing something rather than giving up something) but seriously,  what else is there to give up at 
the moment – don’t you dare say chocolate, it’s the only thing keeping me sane!   
 
Take some time to relax and let your mind unwind.  Try to think about all of your senses. We are a very 
visually driven society, but don’t forget about hearing, smell, touch and taste.  My mum used to say that no 
matter how much money she spent on something for me, if it didn’t smell good to me I wanted nothing to 
do with it!  Well we are going to sing our first hymn, my favourite, and if your rendition is not very tuneful it 
doesn’t matter.  There is only you and God to hear it. 
 
StF 409 
 
Let us build a house where love can dwell 
and all can safely live, 
a place where saints and children tell 
how hearts learn to forgive. 
Built of hopes and dreams and visions, 
rock of faith and vault of grace; 
here the love of Christ shall end divisions: 
 
All are welcome, 
all are welcome, 
all are welcome in this place. 
 
Let us build a house where prophets speak, 
and words are strong and true 
where all God’s children dare to seek 
to dream God’s reign anew. 
Here the cross shall stand as witness 
and as symbol of God’s grace; 
here as one we claim the faith of Jesus: 
 
Let us build a house where love is found 
in water, wine and wheat: 
a banquet hall on holy ground 
where peace and justice meet. 
Here the love of God, through Jesus, 
is revealed in time and space; 
as we share in Christ the feast that frees us: 
 
Let us build a house where hands will reach 
beyond the wood and stone 
to heal and strengthen, serve and teach, 
and live the Word they’ve known. 
Here the outcast and the stranger 
bear the image of God’s face; 
let us bring an end to fear and danger: 
 



 
Let us build a house where all are named, 
their songs and visions heard 
and loved and treasured, taught and claimed 
as words within the Word. 
Built of tears and cries and laughter, 
prayers of faith and songs of grace, 
let this house proclaim from floor to rafter: 
 
Marty Haugen 
 
 
JOHN 2:13-22 
 
When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem.  In the temple courts he 
found men selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money.  So he made a 
whip out of cords, and drove all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the 
money-changers and overturned their tables.  To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here!  
How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” 
 
His disciples remembered that it is written “Zeal for your house will consume me.”   
 
Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all 
this?” 
 
Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple and I will raise it again in three days.” 
 
The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three 
days?”  But the temple he had spoken of was his body.  After he was raised from the dead, his disciples 
recalled what he had said.  Then they believed the scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The cleansing of the Temple comes at the beginning of Jesus’s ministry in John, but the other gospels place 
it at the end in Holy Week.  The dramatic events might well be those of someone who knows his time is 
nearly up and has nothing left to lose.  I am aware that as I have got older I am less tolerant of stupidity and 
corruption, I’m aware I don’t have an unlimited amount of time to make a difference.  This has to be one of 
the most unsettling passages of scripture.  This is the man we are told to emulate, the unsettling, 
challenging, confrontational, ‘gentle Jesus meek and mild’.  The thing that surprises me is why Jesus was 
simply not thrown out of the temple or, at the very least, escorted off the premises. But then, Jesus was 
very popular, at least with less influential people. 
 
 The Temple was unbelievably sacred as well as being the subject of great national pride and identity.  I 
don’t think we have anything that comes close in this country but I guess the nearest we would come to it is 
St. Paul’s.  Those iconic images during the blitz of the dome of St. Paul’s standing in splendid isolation 
amidst a flaming city.  The temple was even more magnificent in its day. Distinctive both inside and out, a 
masterpiece of design. It was impressive, massive and rather overwhelming, a status piece where the 
powerful and great congregated.  And Jesus, a carpenter turned Rabbi from Galilee, turns up with his rag tail 
group of followers. 
 
 The religious leaders of his day found him deeply disturbing.  Jesus had such influence over people.  
Remember that the Jews were only able to keep the temple due to an agreement with Rome.  They trod a 
fine line.  They stood to lose the temple and their nation if they got it wrong.  Jesus, throughout his ministry, 



spoke of the need for a change of priorities and change is often met with defensiveness and fear.  The 
establishment was confronted by the Messiah but all they were focussing on was Rome.  
  
The problem for us is that we can’t simply look back at their foolishness with a smile and a shake of our 
heads because we are being asked the very same questions today. Jesus, the great disrupter, still asks us to 
change our views, ideas and behaviour, and still we are fearful of making those changes.  Last Saturday I was 
at a Zoom Synod where our district voted on the proposals put forward in the document “God In Love 
Unites Us”.  I am sure that if those proposals had been put forward when I was a child a different result 
would have occurred.  We are often much more likely to embrace change when we personally benefit from 
it. We’ve considered this recently with our response to the climate emergency.  Living things are in a 
constant state of flux, when something doesn’t change it is dead. 
 
But here Jesus was causing trouble for the powerful, in their prestigious temple.  We seem to be challenged 
to think again about the role of buildings in our lives.  I remember visiting St. Paul’s as a small child and it 
being the only church I had ever been in that didn’t feel creepy.  In those days I thought that those buildings 
were the church.  I had not yet learnt that they are not, that we the people are the church.  So much of 
what has been done in the church has been with the purpose of impressing others, making money to keep 
the show on the road.  Jesus’s actions were dramatic in our reading, but his words were even more so.    He 
saw God’s presence through flesh and blood, and today God’s spirit is still to be found, not in bricks and 
stones, but in us, in humanity.    
 
Over this past year we have had to find a new way to be the church, visible and outside our buildings, we 
have risen (hopefully) to the challenge of being church to others and we have been forced to reassess what 
we truly need to live out our faith in 2021 and the role our buildings have, or don’t have, in this.  How do 
you plan to be the living presence of God in this coming week?  What are our reasons for doing what we do?  
Do we need to cause a scene and make a stand about something that really matters?  
 
 
StF 547 
 
Beyond these walls of worship 
in the stress and joy of life, 
can we offer you our bodies 
as a living sacrifice? 
Will we keep you at the centre 
far beyond the Sunday call? 
Will we turn to you, be transformed by you; 
still declare you God of all. 
 
Beyond these walls of worship, 
in the times of work and rest, 
will we display your love for all 
when our faith’s put to the test? 
When the people that surround us 
deny that you are there, 
will we display our faith in you - 
in life, in praise, in prayer? 
 
Beyond these walls of worship 
may your Spirit strengthen us 
to make the whole of life our worship 
as we witness to your love. 
From this hour in your presence 
send us out now to proclaim 



that we’ll live our life as a sacrifice 
to the glory of your name. 
 
Ian Worsfold 
and Paul Wood 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
We pray for the world, made in love, destroyed by our greed and selfishness.  We bring to you those who 
continue to campaign for the planet while our attention remains with Covid.  We pray for areas damaged by 
persecution and war: for the people of Myanmar, Yemen and the Uighur in China.  We pray for better and 
more honest communications between nations, as we live in hope that all might know peace and security. 
 
In the week in which BooHoo has been accused of using forced and slave labour in the manufacture of 
clothing, we pray for all those who live in the developing world who do not receive enough money for them 
to survive.  Help us to be aware when we make purchases of where that item has come from.  We know 
that many sweatshops are employing children to work in dangerous conditions for mere coppers.  We pray 
for justice and equity for all people. We think today of all those employed in menial jobs who gain no 
satisfaction from their employment.  We remember those who have no work and those who work hard for 
little financial remuneration. 
 
We pray for those in the medical profession and those who find themselves as patients.  We pray for those 
in Covid research looking at the Brazilian and New York variants, for those manning vaccination centres and 
ICU wards.  We bring to you in love all those who feel ill and frightened.  For those living with stress and 
depression and fatigue we ask that your presence be with them. 
 
It is said that Jesus came preaching the kingdom and that all he got was the church.  Well, we bring the 
church to you today, gifted and flawed.  We pray for our church congregations separated by the virus and 
for all those who hold positions of responsibility within it, for stewards, treasurers, secretaries, ministers 
and lay employees, for cleaners and caretakers.  We pray for those who are making decisions about the 
future of the church that they might possess wisdom, understanding and courage.  We acknowledge those 
who have shaped and challenged us in our Christian lives.  We pray for kindness and respect for all and we 
pray that we may speak out for what we believe and on behalf of the oppressed.   
 
Finally, we bring ourselves, may we be prepared to have our lives turned upside down by you.  Forgive us for 
our self-interest and our apathy.  May we, through the power of your spirit, accept change where it is 
needed and reassess our priorities as individuals and as the church.  May we bring and be Good News to all 
we encounter this week. 
 
In Jesus’s name,  AMEN. 
 
 
 


