
28th March 2021 – service prepared by Helen 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
A whole year has gone by since I started writing these weekly services.  I had a feeling they would be 
required for quite a long time, although I’m not sure I envisaged more than a year.  It’s been a year to really 
test us and has certainly caused me to re-evaluate everything I do.  My heart does go out to those of you 
who have found this a huge strain on your mental health, for those of you who have had Covid, for those of 
you battling Long Covid, and for those who have lost someone irreplaceable to this vile virus.  My hope is 
that at the very least, these services have been a distraction from the daily news, even though that news 
has formed a part of what we have been focussing on.   We have learned that we don’t need buildings to be 
the church and I think we have also learned just how important fellowship is to our members.  Let us hope 
that the opportunities to live more freely are just around the corner, and if they are not then my prayer is 
that we all find contentment and fulfilment in whatever circumstances we find ourselves. 
 
So, here we are, Palm Sunday. A day of celebration before the big event next week.  In between, of course, 
is the difficult bit that we all seek to avoid.  Let us realise that life is never all celebrations, despite what it 
may look like on the curated squares of Instagram.  Our faith takes us from the highs to the deepest lows, 
and I for one would not have it any other way.  Wherever we find ourselves we are never for a moment, 
living or dying, separated from the love of God. 
 
 
StF 262 
 
All glory, laud and honour 
to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring! 
Thou art the King of Israel, 
thou David’s royal Son, 
who in the Lord’s name comest, 
the King and Blessed One. 
 
The company of angels 
are praising thee on high, 
and mortal men and all things 
created make reply 
The people of the Hebrews 
with palms before thee went; 
our praise and prayer and anthems 
before thee we present. 
 
To thee before thy Passion 
they sang their hymns of praise; 
to thee, now high exalted 
our melody we raise. 
Thou didst accept their praises; 
accept the prayers we bring, 
who in all good delightest, 
thou good and gracious King. 
 



All glory, laud and honour 
to thee, Redeemer, King, 
to whom the lips of children 
made sweet hosannas ring! 
 
St Theodulph of Orleans 
 
 
MARK 11:1-11 
 
As Jesus and his disciples approached Jerusalem, they came to the towns of Bethphage and Bethany on the 
Mount of Olives.  Jesus sent two of them on ahead. 
 
“Go into that village over there,” he told them.  “As soon as you enter it, you will see a young donkey tied 
there that no one has ever ridden.  Untie it and bring it here.  If anyone asks, ‘What are you doing?’ just say, 
‘The Lord needs it and will return it soon’.” 
 
The two disciples left and found the colt standing in the street, tied outside the front door.  As they were 
untying it, some bystanders demanded, “What are you doing, untying that colt?” 
 
They said what Jesus had told them to say, and they were permitted to take it.  Then they brought the colt 
to Jesus and threw their garments over it, and he sat on it. 
 
Many in the crowd spread their garments on the road ahead of him, and others spread leafy branches they 
had cut in the fields.  Jesus was in the centre of the procession, and the people all around him were 
shouting, 
 
“Praise God! 
Blessings on the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Blessings on the coming kingdom of our ancestor, David! 
Praise God in highest heaven!” 
 
So Jesus came to Jerusalem and went into the Temple.  After looking around carefully at everything, he left 
because it was late in the afternoon.  Then he returned to Bethany with the twelve disciples. 
 
 
 
REFLECTION 
 
There seems to be an acknowledgement on the streets of Jerusalem that Jesus is someone very special.  In 
riding into the city on a donkey he deliberately fulfils prophecy, putting himself as the Messiah.  Throughout 
Mark’s gospel Jesus reinforces the Messianic Secret, he is always urging people to keep their belief to 
themselves, by and large this has to be something that a person needs to work out for themselves.  There is 
no longer secrecy, it’s out in plain sight on the streets of the city.  The time is right for the final showdown.   
 
Do you remember the street parties around the time of the Queen’s Silver Jubilee?  These were echoes of 
the street parties which took place at the end of WW2.  The crowds flocked to The Mall in London, outside 
Buckingham Palace, a huge crowd who were eventually joined by Princess Elizabeth and Princess Margaret.  
Similar celebrations followed the marriage of Prince Charles in 1981.  Sometimes the joy and excitement in 
a nation’s history spills out onto the streets and the individual nature of our lives becomes corporate. 
 
Just lately there has been a campaign to Regain The Streets.  Streets which are generally no-go areas for 
women after dark are being reclaimed with the emphasis being moved away from the protection of women 
to the need for men to prevent these situations from happening in the first place.  Over in India farmers are 



protesting on the streets because large organisations are buying their products at a pittance and selling 
them on at vast profit.  It’s time for action.   
 
Protests on the streets of Myanmar have been met with violence and many have lost their lives. Back in the 
UK there have been violent protests in Bristol when a protest organised to protest against the government’s 
Police Crime Sentencing and Courts Bill was taken over by a group looking for a fight with the police.  The 
events of Holy Week show us that there are always those looking to perpetuate violence, This Sunday the 
streets were full of cheering crowds honouring Jesus, by the early hours of Friday morning a mob was calling 
for his crucifixion, while his supporters were largely still tucked up in bed. 
 
The streets can be used for either purpose. 
 
Over the last year church action has moved out of the church buildings and onto the street.  New work has 
started which has impacted the lives of those who do not ‘come to church’.  I’ve been contacted by several 
people who find the church has been ‘there’ for them over the last twelve months when it didn’t seem to 
be before.  Social media has been a great way of getting to know what issues other people are dealing with 
and has been a great platform for those who are not able to attend services for a variety of reasons. 
 
So, what is the word on the street in March 2021?  What is high on our list of priorities?  Does this equate to 
the needs of our communities?  Are we just reluctant or unwilling to change at all?  If/when restrictions on 
our daily lives are lifted, what will we keep doing and what will we let go?   
 
I think top of our priority list must be fellowship, it seems to be thing that most people are yearning for.  We 
can worship anywhere, but being together and supporting each other and sharing our daily lives is 
something we have all missed.  I’m sure the sense of occasion was huge for those who gathered in 
Jerusalem for Passover so long ago.  And in those happy crowds were some who just wanted to be rid of 
this irritant Rabbi from Galilee, and they had a plan. The time has come to stop drifting aimlessly and direct 
our efforts to our goals so that good can triumph over evil and the kingdom of God can be found on all our 
streets, just as Jesus intended it to. 
 
 
StF 264 
 
Make way, make way, for Christ the King 
in splendour arrives; 
fling wide the gate and welcome him 
into your lives. 
 
Make way (Make way), make way (make way), 
for the King of kings (for the King of kings); 
make way (make way), make way (make way), 
and let his Kingdom in. 
 
He comes the broken hearts to heal, 
the prisoners to free; 
the deaf shall hear, the lame shall dance, 
the blind shall see. 
 
And those who mourn with heavy hearts, 
who weep and sigh, 
with laughter, joy and royal crown 
he’ll beautify. 
 



We call you now to worship him 
as Lord of all, 
to have no gods before him, 
their thrones must fall! 
 
Graham Kendrick 
 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
Let us pray for the streets of our country.  We think of those men, women and children who do not feel safe 
walking our streets at night.  Help us to tackle the underlying issues as a country to ensure all feel secure 
and can thrive.  We pray for sex workers and the homeless for whom the dangers of street life are ever 
present from those who would seek to harm or exploit them. 
 
We pray for the police force, imbued with power to deal with crime and keeping the peace. This year, more 
than ever they have a very difficult line to tread.  We pray for sensitivity, integrity and accountability for 
them. We remember the family of Sarah Everard, and the countless others who have lost their lives to male 
violence.  We pray for our justice system and court officials tasked with casting judgement and dealing with 
offenders.  We remember the under-resourced prison service and prison chaplains, seeking to turn lives 
around. 
 
We pray for areas in the world where people are protesting on the streets for their basic rights and 
freedoms.  We bring to you the people of Myanmar, the residents of Hong Kong, the farmers of India, those 
garment manufacturers who locked women into the factories to stop them protesting on the streets about 
their pay and conditions. 
 
We pray for our cities towns and villages, that we may reach out with good news to our neighbours, that we 
may channel our efforts to where people are, to be the church on our own streets and reclaim them for the 
kingdom of God. 
 
AMEN 
 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 
 
 
 
 


