
28TH FEBRUARY 2021 – Service prepared by Helen 
 
 

Is that a glimmer of light I see before us?  It’s still a long way off but I am hoping there are better days ahead.  
There has been sunshine this last week and the early signs in the garden are that spring is not too far away 
now.  I notice the nettles are starting to sprout healthily, guess what I shall be doing this weekend! I hope 
you have something hopeful on the horizon, longer days, warmer weather, something to bring you joy. 
 
For the second Sunday in Lent we look at the challenges that come as a result of our decision to follow Jesus.   

 
StF 73 
 
Fill thou my life, O Lord my God, 
in every part with praise, 
that my whole being may proclaim 
thy being and thy ways. 
 
Not for the lip of praise alone 
nor e’en the praising heart 
I ask, but for a life made up 
of praise in every part: 
 
Praise in the common things of life, 
its goings out and in; 
praise in each duty and each deed, 
however small and mean. 
 
Fill every part of me with praise; 
let all my being speak 
of thee and of thy love, O Lord, 
poor though I be and weak. 
 
So shall thou, gracious Lord, from me 
receive the glory due; 
and so shall begin on earth 
the song forever new. 
 
So shall no part of day or night 
from sacredness be free; 
but all my life, in every step, 
be fellowship with thee. 
 
Horatius N. Bonar 
 
 
MARK 8:31-38 
 
Jesus began to teach them that the Son of Man must undergo great suffering, and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests, and the scribes, and be killed, and after three days rise again.  He said all this quite openly.  
And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.  But turning, and looking at his disciples, he rebuked 
Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan!  For you are setting your mind not on divine things but on human 
things.” 
 



He called the crowd with his disciples, and said to them, “If any want to become my followers, let them 
deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me.  For those who want to save their life will lose it, 
and those who lose their life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.  For what will it profit 
them to gain the whole world and forfeit their life?  Indeed, what can they give in return for their life?  
Those who are ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and sinful generation, of them the Son of 
Man will also be ashamed when he comes in the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 
 
 
REFLECTION 
 
The nation held its collective breath this last week as we awaited the government’s road map for a way out 
of lockdown. It has been a long year, we all yearn for a time when we can see those we love and hug them 
and enjoy their physical company once more.  I can’t wait to have a coffee with friends and perhaps see my 
brother for the first time.  But we need to go slowly if we are to prevent future flare ups of the virus.  We 
need truly to face up to reality in order to plan effectively for the future. Sometimes it is impossible to avoid 
difficult times but forewarned is forearmed.  We can prepare for reality, even if that is not the reality we 
would choose. 
 
During this pandemic we have seen those who have offered warnings about the future and the present, 
treated as being negative and destructive.  It is difficult to hear such things, just as Peter found.  I’m a huge 
believer in positive thinking but we have to operate within the bounds of reality, otherwise we are merely 
deluded.  
 
At the moment one of my greatest concerns is not Covid but climate catastrophe.  Time is running out so 
quickly but all efforts seem to have been put on the back burner and unfortunately this means even more 
drastic action will be required before it becomes too late to reverse the effects. I can’t say I’m seeing a 
willingness to face up to this.  We seem as a nation to be concerned only with short term gains and not with 
anything which might compromise how we want to live our lives.  Are we seriously going to squander the 
future of this amazing planet?  It’s not like we have any other option here; as is frequently said, there is no 
planet B.  What are you doing differently in the light of this?  Where do you invest your money?  Is your 
energy provider green?  If we aren’t prepared to make even simple changes then we face a catastrophe 
beyond our imagining.  Jesus spoke of the need for his followers to deny themselves in order to follow him.  
What might he be calling us to leave behind, and are we prepared to do so?  This is total commitment that 
we are asked to give. 
 
Do we have the guts to carry on in difficult circumstances?  Maintaining our confidence when we face 
opposition is not always easy.  J K Rowling had twelve different publishers reject the first Harry Potter novel 
before Bloomsbury published it back in 1997.  When she turned her hand to adult fiction she did so under a 
pseudonym.  Again she received more rejections and advice to attend a writer’s class before Sphere 
published The Cuckoo’s Calling in 2013.  She did not let rejection stop her.  Do we have the same confidence 
in our spiritual lives?  What we have to share can be life transforming, but do we hesitate to challenge the 
status quo?   
 
How do we react when challenged? Do we go on the defensive and become prickly or close down 
completely and go into hiding?  In the church we need to create an atmosphere where people can speak 
openly, question what they don’t understand, without being pounced on or attacked. Jesus challenged 
Peter’s assumptions very strongly but Peter remained at the very heart of the group of disciples.  Nobody 
went off in a huff or stopped talking to each other.  As a leader Jesus was approachable; I wonder how the 
church is viewed by those outside it? 
 
If the times ahead are good or difficult we face them together, bound by the cords of the love of God which 
are unbreakable.  The stories contained in the bible are often those of people who are suffering and yet God 
spoke into those very situations.  My prayer for you is that you find the presence of God in your reality this 
week. 



 
 
StF 359 
 
Lord Christ, we praise your sacrifice, 
your life in love so freely given. 
For those who took your life away 
you prayed: that they might be forgiven; 
and there in helplessness arrayed, 
God’s power was perfectly displayed. 
 
Once helpless in your mother’s arms, 
dependent on her mercy then; 
at last, by choice, in other hands, 
you were as helpless once again; 
and, at their mercy, crucified, 
you claimed your victory and died. 
 
Though helpless and rejected then, 
you’re now as risen Lord acclaimed; 
for ever by your sacrifice 
is God’s eternal love proclaimed: 
the love which, dying, brings to birth 
new life and hope for all on earth. 
 
So, living Lord, prepare us now 
your willing helplessness to share; 
to give ourselves in sacrifice 
to overcome the world’s despair; 
in love to give ourselves away 
and claim your victory today. 
 
Alan Gaunt 
 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
We pray for our government, and the roadmap that has been developed to move forward.  We pray for 
those for whom things are not happening fast enough as well as for those for whom this is too quick and 
too risky.  We bring to you those who have been shielding, those whose mental health is adversely affected, 
those who find themselves without a job and those who fear losing their homes.  We pray for those whose 
businesses are at risk of going under, for those workers who have unsafe working conditions and for all 
businesses who do not treat their employees fairly. 
 
We thank you for those people who model an alternative lifestyle and who inspire us to do the same.  For 
those who tackle the misinformation around vaccines, for those who live a simpler life, for the mystics and 
contemplatives of our generation.  We thank you for those who champion the cause of the little people, the 
poor and the dispossessed.  We thank you for the courage shown by those who stand up to the most 
powerful and corrupt in their societies.   We think of the people in Russia, Myanmar, Hong Kong and Syria as 
well as our own country. 
 
We pray for all those who suffer from a condition or illness that carries with it stigma.  We pray for those 
who are treated as a nuisance, or a burden, who doubt their own self-worth.  May we be an inclusive 



church that accepts everyone and inspires them and equips them to live their best lives.  We hold before 
you those who have lost the joy in living, who feel overwhelmed and desperate. 
 
We pray for the places where we live, for our families and friends, for our neighbours and colleagues.  We 
pray for local businesses and for those who give help and care to others.  We remember those from whom 
we are separated, by distance, restrictions and belief systems.  We thank you for everything and everyone 
who gives us joy at this difficult time, for the artists, poets and composers, for writers and film makers.  We 
thank you for those who challenge our complacency and our firmly held beliefs and we thank you for those 
outside the church who confront us with Jesus things when we least expect it. 
 
Loving Lord, challenge the comfort of our lives with your disturbing Spirit, help us to see your greatness 
reflected in the least amongst us.  Show us the fullness that you wait to bring to the empty places in our 
lives, speak into our silence and quieten us with your surprising joy. 
 
And the blessing of God, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, be with you always,  
AMEN 
  
 
 
 
 


