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Sunday 
 
As well as preparing our written service, Helen is leading this week’s online service.   So she 
has chosen two separate Bible readings – Ezekiel 34:11-16,20-24 for the written service and 

Matthew 25:31-46 for the YouTube service.  
 
The children’s craft has again been provided by Katherine – five sheets of different activities 
on the theme of the Gospel reading. 
  

With the latest new lockdown, there will regrettably be no Sunday afternoon services in our 
building during November.  But you can still see the Circuit-led traditional service; it will be 
available from Sunday on the Circuit YouTube Channel at 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCMZll3vyksFEonZ-EQbbhuQ  
 
Next week, we are doing our own in-house Advent service, complete with the lighting of the 
candle in the Advent Wreath. 
 
Advent courses 
 
The Circuit is running two Zoom Advent courses 
 

 Wednesday mornings at 9.30 starting on 25 November.   Contact Ruth D for details - 
ruth.duck@methodist.org.uk   

 Monday evenings between 7.00 and 8.00.   This is being hosted by Huntington 
Methodist Church but anyone is welcome.  Please contact Revd Keith Albans – 
superintendent@yorkmethodist.org.uk 

  
In addition, Lydia  H is offering “Wondering through Advent”, a reflective space to explore 
the Christmas story, for people of all ages on Sundays at 4.00 starting on 22 November.  
Register with Lydia - lydia.harrison@methodistyouth.org.uk - for your special pack to go 
with the stories, and the Zoom code. 
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Christmas 2020 - Update 
 

 

It feels good to be able to reach out to our community at Christmas time in these dark days 
as we approach the end of 2020. It’s so good to be able to share our faith in a small way. 
 
Planning is progressing well for the various projects – the Christmas Eve village carol service, 
the bauble trail around the village between 19 and 31 December, the decoration of our 
front windows at church, and “Christmas in a bag”. 
 
There is something you may be able to do to contribute.  

Volunteers 

Do you think you may be able to volunteer to help with one of the Christmas activities? 
There are several different things you could consider helping with. 

 Ruth is looking for 4 more volunteers or families to dress the front window panes at the 
Methodist Church. All materials and a design will be provided.  Please contact Ruth H. 

 Bev would love to hear from you if you could thread some ribbon and a card onto 
baubles, which come in packs of 40.  Please contact Bev.  

 Steph is organising the packing of the ‘Christmas in a Bag’.  Could you spare an hour on 
Saturday 5 December at the Methodist Church, between 8.0 and 2.00 – depending, of 
course, on restrictions on that date.  A full risk assessment will be carried out prior to 
any packing and we will be working in a socially distanced way at all times, wearing 
masks and gloves.  There will be something of a production line to fill the 1800 bags 
with their contents, then place them ready for collection by the deliverers. If you can 
stay longer than an hour – terrific; if not, we would be so grateful for an hour. You 
would need to bring your own drink/s, snacks, lunch etc.   Please get in touch with 
Steph. 

 Jeanne B is going to organise the deliveries.  If you think you could deliver to your 
street, or any area of the village, there will be an opportunity to come to the church and 
collect the correct number of bags for your street/s between 11.00 and 2.00 on 
Saturday 5 December.  Please contact Jeanne. 

Would you join the Christmas Planning Team to pray that we do this in God’s strength, not 
our own, so that peoples’ hearts may be touched by Jesus this Christmas time?   Please pray 
that we will have the resources to carry out all these projects and that the current 
restrictions will have been sufficiently lifted to enable us to do all this successfully. 

Reverse Advent Calendar – Don’t forget our scheme to support York Foodbank by donating 
food and special items for families living in poverty.   Any items you are able to give will be 
gratefully received and can be brought along to CMC on Saturday 12 December between 
9.00 and 12.00.    The suggested shopping list from York Foodbank was contained in last 
week’s notices.   If you would like another copy, please contact Jean 
 
Circuit Advent/Christmas Ideas 
 
Hannah Carter-Brown, the Circuit’s Creative Content Assistant who is helping to create 
engaging digital resources for online services, is working on ideas for creating videos which 
can be used in churches’ Advent and Christmas services.   Please contact Hannah 
(HannahCB@yorkmethodist.onmicrosoft.com) if - 
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 You would like to volunteer to do a reading (a recording of your voice, not a video); 

 Your child is interested in taking part in a Nativity play video (acted and filmed at home 
by young people and children around the Circuit, with very basic costumes and props); 

 You have at home a particularly lovely or unique Nativity set and can send her a picture 
of it. 

 
Photographs 
 
A reminder to send to copmeth@gmail.com any local photographs you have taken yourself 
of snowy or frosty scenes which could be used for the Christmas Eve village carol service.  
They need to be at least 1MB in size, either portrait or landscape, and they can be in any 
format (jif/gif/etc). 
 
Prayer 
 
If you have prayer concerns or you would like prayer support please feel free to email or 
phone Helen on Helenfreeston1958@gmail.com / telephone 01904 594460 or get in touch 
with your Pastoral Visitor.  Either will be happy to receive your prayer request, and pray 
with you or for you.   
 
The streets on our village prayer list this week are Tadcaster Road, Tadcaster Mews, 
Weavers Park, Weavers Close and Smithson Court.   Let us pray that each person living in 
those streets may come to know Jesus and that he brings peace and healing in their lives.   
 
The church on the Circuit prayer rota for this Sunday is Heslington.  Let us thank God for the 
work of God in that place, and pray for the church as they consider how best to respond to 
God's call in this time. 
 
And this week’s prayer from the Circuit –  

O God, who shows us in Jesus Christ  
How your kingdom will come in love and justice and peace,  
Be present to those who are our friends, colleagues or neighbours  
Who are suffering at the hands of a loved one  
Or have to witness the suffering caused.  
May they know your supportive presence with them.  
Give them the strength to share their pain  
And enable the rest of us to hear and believe,  
That together we may act to change how things are  
So that no-one need live in fear and humiliation.  
We pray that your liberating kingdom will come  
In truth and hope and love.  
Amen.  
 

Several people have commented how powerful and helpful were the prayers which Bev led 
during last Sunday’s service.   She invited us to spend some time asking God to confirm to us 
what our gifts and talents are.   Here is an extract from what Bev said: 
“Everything we have comes from God.  We are precious in his sight and loved 
unconditionally not for who we could be but just for who we are. He has equipped us with 
our own unique personality, a set of gifts and talents, and he has a purpose for every single 
one of us.   Let us consider who we are, what we have to offer and how we can give of 
ourselves in service to him and the church. 
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Am I  - a loving mother, a caring father, a worthy partner, a thoughtful child, an encouraging 
grandparent, a good neighbour, a faithful friend? 
Am I good at - reading books or writing letters and cards, telling stories, singing, or making 
music, knitting, sewing, woodwork, or cooking? 
Am I good at - public speaking, preaching or teaching? 
Am I a - good leader, good manager, good boss, good worker, good employee, team player, 
strategic thinker and planner? 
Am I – kind, selfless, patient, loyal, generous, loving, determined? 
Am I - good at sport, running, swimming, karate, football, a good captain or a good member 
of the team, good with computers, mobile phones, facebook and what’s app, good at taking 
notes and minutes and typing and dealing with paperwork, good with money and 
accounting, good at photography, painting and drawing, good at mending things? 
Do I have – wisdom, integrity, lots of energy and enthusiasm, a good sense of humour, the 
wish to put others first? 
Am I - willing and able, a learner, a doer, reliable, tolerant, fair, optimistic, joyful, good with 
children, good with old people? 
Am I good at - making decisions, asking questions, solving problems, networking – 
connecting people together, listening, brainstorming, fund- raising, getting involved in social 
justice issues, trying to save the planet, checking my carbon footprint, volunteering in my 
community? 
Am I needed, am I valued, am I relevant? - Yes!, Yes! Yes!” 
 
You mightn’t have thought that some of your qualities listed above are actually God-given 
gifts and talents.   So thank you, Bev, for reminding us that, even during this time of 
lockdown, we are all valued and we all have something we can offer, however small we 
might think it is. 
 
Theatre Royal touring pantomime 
 
A reminder that, if you would like to be a volunteer usher for the two performances of the 
pantomime in our building on Friday 18 December,  please contact  Janet White at 
cmcbookings1@gmail.com 
 
Community Walks 
 
Kirsty, who is part of the Community Cinema Team, has come up with an idea to address 
loneliness in our village – taking outdoor exercise at the same time, which will enable 
people to give a smile to those they meet, say “hello” or have a chat (whilst maintaining 
social distancing).  She suggests the following times – 10.00-11.00 on Mondays and Fridays, 
11.00-12.00 on Tuesdays and Saturdays, 12.00-1.00 on Wednesdays, and 1.00-2.00 on 
Thursdays and Sundays.  The benches at the War Memorial or outside Old School Medical 
Practice could be used if you would like to sit down and chat. 
 

 
Please keep emailing items for the notices 

to Jean.  
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