
22nd NOVEMBER 2020 – Service prepared by Helen 
 
 

Today we celebrate Christ the King and, as I am also doing the sermon in the YouTube service this week using 
the gospel reading, today I am focussing on the Old Testament reading from the prophet Ezekiel.  It uses similar 
imagery.   
 
Take as much time as you need to centre yourself before beginning this service.  Remember all your friends who 
are joining with you and those further afield, we are all part of God’s family and we are all of equal value.  As we 
long for what is ‘not yet’, may we value what we do have and be grateful for the things that still give us joy, even 
in the darkest of days.  Light a candle. 
 
May you feel cared for and loved today.  Please be kind to yourself. 
 
Let us share the Lord’s Prayer together.  Our Father. . .  

 
StF 479 
 
The King of love my shepherd is, 
whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am his 
and he is mine for ever. 
 
Where streams of living water flow 
my ransomed soul he leadeth, 
and where the verdant pastures grow 
with food celestial feedeth. 
 
Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, 
but yet in love he sought me, 
and on his shoulder gently laid, 
and home rejoicing brought me. 
 
In death’s dark vale I fear no ill 
with thee, dear Lord, beside me 
thy rod and staff my comfort still, 
thy cross before to guide me. 
 
Thou spread’st a table in my sight; 
thy unction grace bestoweth; 
and O what transport of delight 
from thy pure chalice floweth! 
 
And so through all the length of days 
thy goodness faileth never: 
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise 
within thy house forever. 
 
Henry Williams Baker 
 
EZEKIEL 34:11-16,20-24 
 
This is what the Sovereign Lord says: I myself will search for my sheep and look after them.  As a shepherd looks 
after his scattered flock when he is with them, so will I look after my scattered flock.  I will rescue them from all 
the places where they were scattered on a day of clouds and darkness.  I will bring them out from the nations 



and gather them from the countries, and I will bring them into their own land.  I will pasture them on the 
mountains of Israel, in the ravines and in all the settlements in the land.  I will tend them in a good pasture, and 
the mountain heights of Israel will be their grazing land.  There they will lie down in good grazing land, and there 
they will feed in a rich pasture on the mountains of Israel.  I myself will tend my sheep and make them lie down, 
declares the Sovereign Lord.  I will search for the lost and bring back the strays.  I will bind up the injured and 
strengthen the weak, but the sleek and the strong I will destroy.  I will shepherd the flock with justice. 
 
Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lord says:  I will judge between one sheep and another, and between rams 
and goats.  Is it not enough for you to feed on the good pasture?  Must you also trample the rest of your pasture 
with your feet?  Is it not enough for you to drink clear water?  Must you also muddy the rest with your feet? 
 
Therefore, this is what the Sovereign Lord says to them:  See, I myself will judge between the fat sheep and the 
lean sheep.  Because you shove with flank and shoulder, butting all the weak sheep with your horns until you 
have driven them away, I will save my flock, and they will no longer be plundered.  I will judge between one 
sheep and another.  I will place over them one shepherd, my servant David, and he will tend them; he will tend 
them and be their shepherd.  I the Lord will be their God, and my servant David will be prince among them.  I 
the Lord have spoken. 
 
 
REFLECTION 
 
I used to think that testosterone was the biggest problem on the planet but I’ve changed my mind.  This time I’m 
choosing greed.  Greed oozes through this passage from Ezekiel and it’s rampant in our society today.   
 
God as the shepherd has provided everything that we need to survive and thrive in abundance, but it seems it’s 
never enough.  We want more.  And then more still.   While this might give the recipient short term pleasure 
there are long term implications for others.  When this is played out on a global scale the results are nothing 
short of catastrophic.  Our lifestyle (yes, ours, not somebody else's) is quite simply unsustainable.    If everyone 
lived the way we do in the UK, we would need three planet Earths to sustain it without causing irreversible 
damage to the planet.  I think the figure for the US lifestyle is five planet Earths. 
 
We can’t go on like we are doing.  But who is prepared to make the changes to their daily lifestyles?  We wait for 
somebody else to come along and sort it out.  We wait for Boris to do something, for the UN to intervene, for 
Greta Thunberg to become President of the world along with David Attenborough.  But while we wait we 
continue to take our holidays abroad, to drive gas guzzling cars and invest in fossil fuels, we produce and buy 
food wrapped in plastic or alternatives coated in PFAS which is an environmental and health nightmare.  If you 
don’t know what I’m talking about here watch the film Dark Waters and do it now.  Meanwhile the planet is in 
crisis and, unless the effects of that impact us severely and personally, we ignore it and wait for the messiah 
figure to swoop in and deal with it for us. 
 
The same can be said for Covid.  We all wait for restrictions to be eased.  This situation is nobody’s first choice 
but we follow the guidelines so that when we can eventually meet up no-one is missing.  We follow the 
guidelines to protect the most vulnerable in our society.  Yet already I am seeing people in the media saying that 
they will simply ignore the rules if there is no easing for the Christmas period.  We await hearing what the 
government has planned and indeed by the time you read this a statement may either have been made or be 
imminent.  
 
The treat in being able to follow the lectionary readings week after week is that we come away with a clearer 
picture of the texts that we have in our bible.  Matthew has been labouring the point that we must actively 
engage with the gospel, not merely listen to it being read each Sunday and forget what it is all about by the time 
we get home. 
 
There are no easy solutions to any of this, but we can be certain that it’s worth putting the effort in.  We must 
open our eyes and see the reality of the situation around us. 
 



I’ve had an interesting week and have been challenged by members of my congregations as I always am.   I want 
to express my thanks for those that share their experiences with me and I in turn want to share a couple of ideas 
with you.  Firstly, I heard someone describe Methodists as ‘doers’.  As a denomination we like to be busy, we fill 
our time with endless commitments.  But we need to re-evaluate what we spend our precious time on.  Is it 
really necessary?  We need to use our time wisely and stop doing some things in order to start doing more 
necessary things.  What are the effects of our busyness on the wider world and the issues we have been 
contemplating? 
 
Secondly, we need to value the gifts of all our members.  There will always be some who are more visible and 
have more to say than others.  But there are those who are invaluable to the church because of their depth of 
spirituality.  Vera Fowler.  You won’t have heard of her, she was a member of one of my first churches and she 
has since been promoted to glory.  But Vera was a real prayer warrior who supported the church spiritually and 
by the gentle way she lived her life.  People were drawn to her like moths to a flame.  She radiated the gospel.  
Let us not trample the quiet people underfoot but value their roles within the church.  Likewise, we must 
encourage and equip our members to use their gifts practically and not feel like irrelevances to our family.  I 
accept that I need to do more.  We all do.  God will provide if we do what we do for the right reasons.  Let us live 
simply and share what we have and value the least and the lowest and then watch the kingdom break through 
the apathy and greed.  It will be spectacular. 
 
 
StF 723 
 
Who can sound the depths of sorrow 
in the Father heart of God, 
for the children we’ve rejected, 
for the lives so deeply scarred? 
And each light that we’ve extinguished 
has brought darkness to our land: 
upon the nation, upon the nation, 
have mercy, Lord. 
 
We have scorned the truth you gave us, 
we have bowed to other lords. 
We have sacrificed our children 
on the altar of our gods. 
O let truth again shine on us, 
let your holy fear descend: 
upon our nation, upon our nation, 
have mercy, Lord. 
 
Who can stand before your anger? 
Who can face your piercing eyes? 
For you love the weak and helpless, 
and you hear the victims’ cries. 
Yes, you are a God of justice, 
and your judgement surely comes: 
upon our nation, upon our nation, 
have mercy, Lord. 
 
Who will stand against the violence? 
Who will comfort those who mourn? 
In an age of cruel rejection, 
who will build for love a home? 
Come and shake us into action, 
come and melt our hearts of stone: 



upon you people, upon your people, 
have mercy, Lord. 
 
Graham Kendrick 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
Today we confess Jesus to be King of kings and Lord of lords; 
We pray that your rule may be established in our hearts and in our lives so that we might be claimed as part of 
your kingdom.  Today may we work alongside all who seek to bring in your kingdom and who strive for justice, 
peace and freedom.  We remember relief agencies and charities who work amongst the most desperate people 
on the planet. 
 
We pray for those who exploit the planet for their own ends. For those who have lost lives and livelihoods.  For 
the dispossessed and the hopeless.  We pray for those who throw away food and those who will go hungry 
today.  We pray for parents who will skip meals today so that they can feed their children. 
 
We pray for those who invest in fossil fuels and damaging means of production.  For those whose first concern is 
the bottom line.  We pray for those who will be cold today, those with no shelter.  We think of those with no 
fresh water. 
 
We pray for those who are shouting a warning to our complacency.  Give us the humility to change our ways and 
our patterns of being that we may be better citizens of earth, and thereby better citizens of the kingdom. 
 
In our own homes may we be prepared to live more simply that others might simply live.  May we look to our 
investments of time, money and energy, and choose carefully where to place them.  May we be generous with 
what we have and may we learn to love those who seem unlovable. 
 
We pray for all who are sick, especially, but not exclusively, those suffering from the Coronavirus and those who 
have developed Chronic Fatigue Syndrome (Long Covid). We ask your blessing on research teams and medical 
staff and for carers both paid and unpaid. 
 
Amen 
 
The earth does not belong to us. 
WE BELONG TO THE EARTH. 
All things are connected and interdependent. 
LIKE THE BLOOD THAT UNITES A FAMILY. 
We did not weave the web of life. 
WE ARE MERELY A STRAND IN IT. 
Whatever we do to the web, 
WE DO TO OURSELVES AND OUR DESCENDANTS. 
Let us give thanks for god’s gift of creation. 
WE GIVE THANKS THAT ALL THINGS ARE HELD TOGETHER IN CHRIST. 
 
Bless to us, O God, 
the earth beneath our feet. 
Bless to us, O God,  
the path whereon we go. 
Bless to us, O God, 
the people whom we meet. 
AMEN 
 
 


