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We come to you with no pretence, 
yet nourished by your grace. 
We come as people needing love 
within this time and place. 
 
We come confessing all we are, 
yet all we have to give. 
We ask for your renewing power 
to teach us how to live. 
 
We need your spirit to be strong, 
your risking, leaping faith, 
that brings the love of God to bear 
in every aching space. 
 
Then from this point, restored, renewed, 
we pledge to take your way; 
to live responding to your call 
with each succeeding day. 
 
Andrew Pratt 
 
MATTHEW 20:1-16 
 
“For the Kingdom of Heaven is like the landowner who went out early one morning to hire workers for his 
vineyard.  He agreed to pay the normal daily wage and sent them out to work.” 
 
“At nine o’clock in the morning he was passing through the marketplace and saw some people standing 
around doing nothing.  So he hired them, telling them he would pay them whatever was right at the end of 
the day.  So they went to work in the vineyard.  At noon and again at three o’clock he did the same thing. 
 
“At five o’clock that afternoon he was in town again and saw some more people standing around.  He asked 
them, ‘Why haven’t you been working today?’ 
 
“They replied, ‘Because no one hired us.’ 
 
“The landowner told them, ‘Then go out and join the others in my vineyard.’ 
 
That evening he told the foreman to call the workers in and pay them, beginning with the last workers first.  
When those hired at five o’clock were paid, each received a full day’s wage.  When those hired first came to 
get their pay, they assumed they would receive more.  But they, too, were paid a day’s wage.  When they 
received their pay, they protested to the owner, ‘Those people worked only one hour, and yet you’ve paid 
them just as much as you paid us who worked all day in the scorching heat.’ 
 
“He answered one of them, ‘Friend, I haven’t been unfair!  Didn’t you agree to work all day for the usual 
wage?  Take your money and go.  I wanted to pay this last worker the same as you.  Is it against the law for 
me to do what I want with my money?  Should you be jealous because I am kind to others?’ 
 
“So those who are last now will be first then, and those who are first will be last.” 



REFLECTION 
 
This parable was first uttered about two thousand years ago, and yet it could have been spoken today.  
Whilst people do not congregate in market places we see them at Job Centres, either physically or online.  
We are only too familiar with the terms of casual labour, seasonal workers, job insecurity, zero hours 
contracts, and the concepts of minimum wage and living wage and the benefit system.  If we have been 
lucky, those are terms that have never applied to us. 
 
When I was small I lived in Doncaster.  The pits and the railways offered jobs for life.  Even today, in the 
church, it surprises me how many ministers had parents who were ministers.  Security and routine.  We 
might underestimate the privilege of having those things at our peril.  Faced with financial catastrophe 
comes the ill effects of such a scenario on our physical and mental health, the fear of debt or losing our 
homes, the damage to our relationships. 
 
 This morning I awoke with mild excitement at preparing this service today, about getting through my to do 
list.  Even tomorrow, technically a day off, I have a mountain of ironing and housework to do.  It might not 
be finding a cure for cancer (or Covid19) but it does bring a sense of satisfaction and purpose.  I still 
remember getting my first wage packet.  Literally a little brown envelope which meant I was financially 
independent of my parents and could start to plan for a future. 
 
Perhaps we form a mental list of the things we need, followed by an even longer list of the things we want.  
We want to protect what we have, especially after having worked hard for those things. 
 
So we can empathise with the people who worked hard for their wage when confronted with the ridiculous 
generosity of a landowner who was prepared to pay everyone the same, despite when he found and hired 
them.  Can we also empathise with those who were desperate to earn enough to stay alive another day? 
Those who had no food at home and perhaps a family to support?  There have been times in my life when 
I’ve fed my children and not been able to feed myself and this scenario is being played out behind closed 
doors up and down the country on a daily basis. 
 
We do not all start from the same place.  During the pandemic schools were closed.  Schools offered online 
schooling to support the scholars.  Parents may have been the ones to teach their children to read and write, 
to learn about maths, and develop their computer skills.  But for other children there were no computers 
and no support.  They were waiting for someone to notice them as surely as those gathered in the 
marketplaces were waiting for the landowner to notice them. 
 
The same applied to adults.  Some found the pandemic brought a better quality of life in that they were 
able to work from home, dispensing with a long commute that was harming both them and the 
environment.  But others found that they were effectively unemployed with no prospect of returning to 
their previously fulfilling roles.  The feeling of being unnoticed and unwanted would have been shared by 
those gathering in the market places two thousand years ago. 
 
We all fell in love with Captain Tom Moore this summer, but he was only able to do what he did thanks to 
the support of his family.  Others, just as valuable, languished in care homes up and down the country, 
unable to have visitors. 
 
For many their futures are uncertain.  This week we have learned about the impact on the aviation industry, 
theatres, opera and ballet companies are staring into the abyss.  Nobody can predict accurately how long 
this situation will last. 
 
What we can be certain of is that God is calling us to look at our priorities as individuals, and collectively as 
the church, and to do so beyond what is just in our own interests.  When we see others struggling we called 
to help.  Are we?  What can we do if we work together?  Where is the mechanism for this inside the church?  
Should there be one?    Basically, what are our priorities? 



 
We need to encourage each other to remain motivated after we have put this service sheet down, because 
we are being asked for a much deeper commitment than that.  In the Kingdom of God there is no us and 
them; it’s just us. 
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We do not hope to ease our minds 
by simple answers, shifted blame, 
while Christ is homeless, hungry, poor, 
and we are rich who bear his name. 
As long as justice is a dream 
and human dignity denied, 
we stand with Christ, disturb us still 
till every need is satisfied. 
 
We cannot ask to live at peace 
in comfort and security 
while Christ is tried in Pilate’s hall 
and drags his cross to Calvary. 
As long as hatred stifles truth 
and freedom is betrayed by fear, 
we stand with Christ; give us no peace 
till his peace reigns in triumph here. 
 
We will not pray to be preserved 
from any depth of agony 
while Christ’s despairing cry rings out: 
God why have you forsaken me? 
As long as we have hope to share 
of life renewed beyond the pain, 
we stand with Christ all through the night 
till Easter morning dawns again. 
 
Marnie Barrell 
 
INTERCESSIONS 
 
We begin by giving thanks for all we have, for the small everyday luxuries that we take for granted.  We 
thank you for financial security, housing, friends and family, for food and clean water, for art, music, 
literature, sport, for health and wholeness. 
 
We remember before you those who are not so lucky, those who feel discarded and left out as the world 
goes hurrying by without them.  For those with mental health problems.  For those who have physical 
restrictions on what they can do.  For all who rely on benefits to survive and find they cannot do so.  For 
those working long hours and yet still find themselves unable to make ends meet. 
 
We continue to remember our children, heading back to schools, colleges and universities. We hold before 
those who teach and inspire others.   
 
We pray for the powerful and for those in authority.  May they have the wisdom, selflessness and energy 
they need to prioritise the most vulnerable in society.  We pray for the leaders of the Methodist Church, 
that they may rise to this time of challenge and opportunity, rather than reverting to ineffectual habits.  We 



pray for Stewards and pastoral visitors at this time that they might have discernment and clarity in these 
uncertain times.  Hold all those who are finding life hard and demanding in your loving hands. 
 
AMEN 
 
Christ has no body now on earth but yours, no hands but yours, no feet but yours.  Yours are the eyes 
through which Christ’s compassion is to look out to the world; yours are the feet with which he is to go 
about doing good; yours the hands with which God is to bless people now. 
 
Lord, give us the audacity to live as though we believe our hands and feet are instruments of prayer. 


