
 

Praying for our communities 
One of the most important things we can do as churches is to pray for each other and our 
communities. We're still doing that, but churches should take notice of the government's 
advice that people should stay at home.     
Are there other ways you could let your community know you're there for them? For 
example, could your church set up an email address or social media page people could 
contact to ask for prayer or help?  Could you put up a poster saying you're praying for your 
community?  
 
Latest news 
Keep up to date with the latest news from the Methodist Church 
at https://www.methodist.org.uk/about-us/coronavirus-guidance/ 
 
Circuit Office Closure 
Please be aware that Lois and Angie will be working from home for the next few weeks.  You 
can contact us on our email addresses: 
Lois: admin@yorkmethodist.org.uk or yorkcircuitoffice@gmail.com  
Angie: resources@yorkmethodist.org.uk  
Phone calls to the usual office number will be diverted to voicemail and we will be able to 
pick up these messages remotely and respond.   
Please do get in touch if we can help you in any way. 
 
Keeping in touch 
The Circuit Leadership Team met remotely this week via Zoom- a video conferencing 
platform that lets you have discussions from the comfort of your living room.  Perhaps your 
church council or small group would like to try it- there are some instructions attached and 
some video tutorials at https://support.zoom.us/hc/en-us/articles/206618765-Zoom-Video-
Tutorials 
You can sign up for a free basic version at https://zoom.us/meetings 
 
Aroma 
The Aroma coffee shop is now closed until further notice.  Please pray for the staff and 
leadership at Aroma as they consider what the future might hold. 
 
TMCP guidance 
There is some guidance available from the Methodist Trustees (TMCP) for churches during 
the current situation, especially regarding lettings and licences.  See them 
at https://www.tmcp.org.uk/about/covid19 and https://www.tmcp.org.uk/about/covid19/r
esources/faq 
 
Worship resources for use at home 
The Methodist Church has made resources available at https://www.methodist.org.uk/our-
faith/worship/singing-the-faith-plus/seasons-and-themes/worship-during-the-coronavirus-
pandemic/ and these will be updated over the coming weeks.  If you have people in your 
congregation who are not able to access online resources, you may like to consider printing 
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the "Worship from home service sheets" and delivering these to people's letterboxes on 
your daily exercise walk, perhaps with a card to remind people you are thinking of them.  
Resources for families from Roots are attached for you to print and use. (© ROOTS for 
Churches Ltd (www.rootsontheweb.com) 2002-2020. Reproduced with permission.)  
 

You can see a fuller list of resources on the Circuit website, and this will be updated each 
week: https://www.yorkmethodist.org.uk/coronavirus-information.html 
 

Huntington’s livestream - it will be an all age worship. All the information will be on this 

website 

https://huntingtonmethodistchurch.co.uk/stream/ 

 
Light a candle for hope 
Many people joined in Churches Together in England and Wales' call to light a candle in their 
window at 7pm on Sunday evening.  It was encouraging to see pictures on social media of 
candles all across the country.  If you can, I encourage you to keep doing this and sharing 
pictures to encourage each other. 
 
Praying for our Circuit 
If you would like to contribute a short prayer or reflection for this section, please send it to 
me by midday Wednesday each week.  You can find the week's prayer topics in the 
newsletter sent out with the Feb-April Plan. 
 
The church on the Circuit Prayer Rota for 29th March is Hessay.  Let us thank God for the 
work of God in that place, and pray for the church as they consider how best to respond to 
God's call in this time. 
 
Also this week let us pray together for those who will be hit particularly hard by the current 
crisis. 
We give thanks for those who volunteer to help the poor and vulnerable across our 
communities.  We pray for those who are unable to carry on at present due to their own 
vulnerability, and ask God to raise up new volunteers to take their places.   
We pray for those who use foodbanks and other food distribution schemes, and for those 
who now may be using them for the first time after losing work due to the coronavirus 
crisis.  We pray that these projects will have sufficient supplies and volunteers to continue 
their vital work. 
We pray for those who are facing redundancy or struggling with reduced income due to the 
current situation.  We pray as well for those who are working long hours, often for little pay, 
to keep shops and services going. 
We pray for those who use Carecent, particularly those who have no home to go to and who 
are particularly vulnerable to illness.   
We thank the God who healed beggars and cared for outcasts that he sees and cares for 
each one of us, whoever and whatever we are, and that he will be with us through our 
difficult times. 
Amen. 
 

Lois , Circuit Support Manager & PA to the Superintendent 
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