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A Message from Steve: 

It's incredible how much can change in a few days.  If you haven't heard already please be advised 

that our church is conforming to governmental advice so until further notice our church premises 

will be closed for worship and all community activities.  Meetings will also be put on hold.  We are so 

sorry for the impact this will have on so many.  We are encouraging all our church friends to stay 

safe by following the best available advice. It is important that we watch out for our neighbours in 

love especially those who are most vulnerable in our community.  We will be trying to keep in touch 

with those connected to this church by phone and other safe means of communication and 

encourage each other to do likewise.  Already we are witnessing some creative ways of keeping in 

touch and working out what it means to be Jesus' light and salt in these unique times.  See 

information elsewhere for other forms of help that will be on offer and the way we will be working 

with others to enable this.  We are open to both ideas and offers of help.  This notice sheet will be 

one way we shall continue to communicate. New ways of us being church will I am sure evolve.    

 A prayer for the President of Conference   

Loving God, 
If we are ill, strengthen us. 
If we are tired, fortify our spirits. 
If we are anxious, help us to consider the lillies of the field and the birds of the air.  

Help us not to stockpile treasures from supermarkets in the barns of our larders. 
Don't let fear cause us to overlook the needs of others more vulnerable than ourselves. 
Fix our eyes on your story and our hearts on your grace. 
 
Help us always to hold fast to the good, 
See the good in others, 
And remember there is just one world, one hope, 
One everlasting love, with baskets of bread for everyone. 

In Jesus we make our prayer, 
The one who suffered, died and was raised to new life, 
In whom we trust these days and all days.  Amen 



Worship during period of closure. 

Helen is putting together brief weekly services for you to follow at home. These will be emailed to 
you each week. 

For this week, Ann & the Shine On team have also produced a sheet for Mothering Sunday, which is 
at the end of these notices. 

There are also various online services which you could access at home. 

Details of upcoming worship broadcasts on TV and Radio can be found 
at https://onedrive.live.com/view.aspx?resid=9794450737E6583D!8825&ithint=file%2cdocx&authke
y=!AIRgxFvQjbE2rYY   
 
Also for worship from home , live-streamed services from the Methodist Church can be accessed at 
www.methodist.org.uk/worship-during-coronavirus 
 

 
Can you help?    
 
Working with St Giles and A Peace of Cake, we are putting in place a scheme to help our church  & 
community friends who are self-isolating with picking up shopping and posting mail, or a prayer 
request or just a friendly phone call.   The idea is that there will be a dedicated phone number 
people could ring if they need help of any kind.   That number will be diverted each day to whoever 
is taking messages (this could be someone who is self-isolating). 
 
To do this, we need two teams of people - 

 A group who, on a rota system, receive messages for help.   People will be asked to ring 
between certain hours, so there would be no need to be permanently by the phone. 

 A group who will be passed details of the request for help and will be able to do the 
shopping etc. 

Jo –Anne is coordinating volunteers. If you feel you can help in either of these ways, please access 
the following link and complete the form. 
 
https://forms.gle/8ePE4u6sFPg2WQX39 
 

 
Church  & other News 
 
Please pray for Margaret O who is recovering from a brain haemorrhage. 
 
Margaret F has sent us a note thanking us for the flowers that we sent her in her new home. She 
said they were wonderful. 
 
There won’t be a Fairtrade stall at church for the foreseeable future but Janet is happy to pick things 
up from the Fairer World Shop if people ask her to. 

 
The Parish council VE Day celebrations planned for 8th May 2020 has now been postponed. 
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Mothering Sunday 22nd March 2020 

Opening Prayer 

As I come before you Jesus, open my eyes that I might truly see you as my shepherd, comforter, and 

redeemer.  I want to be with others worshipping you, but this is not possible, yet I know that I am being 

prayed for as part of the community of faith.  Thank you for this time where I remember you are with me.  

Amen. 

The theme of love  

Mothers can reflect God’s love (gentle, comforting, unconditional, strong and tough) and we in turn pass on 

that love to others.  

 Scripture focus: 

 God says: ‘As a mother comforts her child, so I will comfort you’ Isaiah 66: 13  

Jesus says: ‘I give you a new command: Love each other. You must love each other as I have loved you. 

All people will know that you are my followers if you love each other’ John 13: 34-35 

 A time of prayer 

All seeing, all knowing God I call on you today. May your Spirit give your world a sense of calm and peace 
in these difficult times. 

 
On this Mothering Sunday, we pray for all Mums.  The good ones and the not so good.  We remember all 
those who would have liked to have children but for whatever reason could not.   
 
We pray for your church in this time of uncertainty: 
 
For those people who are worried about leaving their home and those who cannot. 
 
For those needing to make decisions in order to care for other.   
 
We pray for carers, doctors and nurses. 
 
We continue to pray for those who will feel more isolated by not being able to attend and act of worship 
today. 
 
I especially want to pray for ….. 
 
Holy God,  
Present with us now, guide me in all I do and say – that it might reflect your love for the world. 
Through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Amen 

  

 


