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On 3 July I will be received into full Connexion at a 
service in Methodist Central Hall Westminster with 
all of the colleagues I trained with, and later in the 
day, at 5pm, ordained at Wesleyôs Chapel. At this 
service there will be me and six other colleagues.  
There are six venues around London where 
ordinations  of  42 presbyters will take place, as well 
as Central Hall where 14 Deacons, will be ordained, 
one of whom is Julie Morton, who I am sure you will 
remember being a student in this Circuit. The 
morning service will be streamed live into Church 
where Jo and Janet have kindly offered to be hosts, 
while the rest of the stewards accompany me to 
London.    

 

 

 
For Methodists, ordination follows many years of preparation.  Presbyters must be Local 
Preachers to candidate.  I began my local preacher training in 1997; so, add a year to 
candidate, two years training and two yearsô probation, my own journey has taken 19 years. 
But of course, in many respects, it has only just begun.  I will remain in London for Conference 
where there will be four days of business, debate and decision making.  When I return, there 
will be a post ordination service, to mark a new beginning, which will be led by Rev. Ian Hill at 
Acaster Malbis Chapel at 2.30pm, which will also be the premier of the music group playing 
their favourite songs.   

I cannot pretend that the last two years have been easy, they have been challenging, and at 
times difficult, for all of us, but they have also been filled with joyous surprises; but in 
everything, God has been with us as we have all struggled with the common purpose to glorify 
God in the individual ministries we are each called to. Sometimes the task seems 
overwhelming as we try to find ways to do that, these verses from Micah will be used in the 
morning service, and a reminder that perhaps we try to make it much harder than we need. 



What God Requires 

6 ñWith what shall I come before the LORD, 
    and bow myself before God on high? 
Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, 
    with calves a year old? 
7 Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, 
    with ten thousands of rivers of oil? 
Shall I give my firstborn for my transgression, 
    the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?ò 
8 He has told you, O mortal, what is good; 
    and what does the LORD require of you 
but to do justice, and to love kindness, 
    and to walk humbly with your God? 

If I have not caught up with you yet, or for a while, there is always a welcome at The Manse for 
you, to pray, to air your concerns and joys or just to give you some space. Do call, perhaps 
óphone first so that you can be certain of finding me in, there is usually a piece of cake and 
definitely a cup of tea! 

With love 

Julia 

 

Come 4 Lunch 
 
I started helping out at Come for Lunch last September and I am proud to join a strong team of 
volunteers. We prepare and serve a three course meal for up to 28 older village  folk who get 
together once a month for conversation, laughter and food. It is easy to remember when we 
meet; the first Thursday of the month. 
 
There is a lovely atmosphere in the room, the tables are laid with flowers and a menu card, 
and everyone arrives ready for a good meal. There are some favourites on the menu, recent 
dishes have included cottage pie, fish and chips, gammon and pineapple, and the puddings 
tend to be traditional like crumble, lemon drizzle cake and sponge pudding and custard. The 
meal finishes with coffee, tea and mints. 
 
There is always a warm welcome awaiting people who come for lunch, and I know that you 
would be welcome too, if you havenôt tried it before. It provides an opportunity to catch up with 
friends and to make new ones too.  All you need to do is contact Margaret Pawsey (telephone 
706429), tickets cost £5. Also, if you would like to help out, I know that Margaret and Doreen 
Schofield would love to see you, they even provide the rubber gloves!  
 
Debbie Dawson 



Church Directory 
 
Our current Directory is now a year old and we in the church office are thinking of updating it.   
Please let us know if ï 
 

¶ any of your contact details have changed; 

¶ you think you arenôt included in the Directory and would like to be;  or 

¶ you are currently in the Directory and no longer wish to be included. 

Many thanks. 
Church Office Team 

 
Sponsoring a child through KOST 
 
In 2001 Nick and I first decided to sponsor a child through the Kenyan Orphans Sponsorship 
Trust, as part of an initiative established by CMC. We have sponsored two children during that 
time, Kennedy Omondi and Mike Okoth. Both boys had had their lives decimated by HIV and 
AIDS, they had lost their parents and the orphanage had provided them with care, food and 
education. Mike has now grown up and we recently received our last report about him, which 
we would like to share with you. Hopefully it might encourage you to think prayerfully about 
sponsoring a child through KOST. 
 
ñIt is good to report that Mike has successfully established a new life for himself in Kericho and 
that he is well and happy.  Our Centre Manager Joseph Hongo, met up with Mike just before 
Christmas and sent a full report about their meeting.   
 

 

Aided by your generous sponsorship, KOST 
has supported Mike since he was a young child 
and has taken care of all his needs throughout 
those years. Mike is in good health and is 
thankful that he has a footing to enable him to 
stand on his own feet in life.  His training period 
has now come to an end, which sadly means 
we have to say goodbye to Mike as KOST's 
support for him has also ended.  We know he 
still needs to gain a lot of experience in his field 
but very much hope everything will go well for 
him in the future.  
 

 
 



Mike is very much involved with 
Church life in Kericho.  He is well 
supported by members there.  
His meeting with Joseph Hongo 
took place in Kisii, a half way 
point between Kericho and Homa 
Bay.  Joseph was pleased to see 
Mike in good health and spirits. 
Mike had brought with him some 
of the tools of his trade, which 
KOST had funded to allow him to 
set up his small electronics repair 
business.  Here is Josephôs photo 
of Mike with his tools.  This is 
what Joseph had to say about 
their meeting: 

 

 
ñMike is doing very well where he stays in a house rented for him by the Church where he 
fellowships, he is the main dependable keyboard player and the caretaker of Church 
instruments. He is also still wading through the murky waters of electronics repair business 
where he is yet to gain his stability, but is slowly making some steady progress on that front. 
He seems to have a strong mental and psychological frame of mind to chart his own path. 
During todayôs encounter, he had asked me to greatly thank KOST UK for all the support that 
they gave medically and academically which had opened his eyes to enable him some steps in 
life. He was particularly thankful for the tools which he said would enable him to go fishing 
instead of waiting to be given fish. He was also thankful for the monthly support that had also 
greatly continued to help him. When I met him today, he looked healthy and contented with 
how far the Lord God had brought him. The tools he brought with him included, three testers, 
one roll of soldering wire, one set of alenkeys for repairing mobile phones, another set of 
alenkeys for repairing electronic machines, one pliers, a blower, flat screw driver and a file for 
cleaning and smoothening metallic surfaces. All the other tools are still securely kept by the 
young man, in fact he has not even started using some of his new tools.ò 
 
Mike's brother also lives in Kericho.  We feel he has enough support there to uphold him 
through these early days, while he gains more experience for himself and grows in confidence.   
Mike also knows he can keep in touch with the KOST Children's Home staff, as they are 
interested in his welfare and always ready to help if they can. 
 
KOST is extremely grateful for all your years of support for Mike.  We could not have provided 
so much help to him without it.   It has meant that Mike has enjoyed a happy and healthy 
childhood and is now ready to step out into the world.  We thank you so much for all you have 
done and of course, wish Mike all the very best in the future. ñ 
 
Debbie Dawson 

 
 



News from the York Circuit 
 
Every week we receive from the Circuit Office a list of events taking place in the various 
churches in our Circuit and many of the posters have in the past been printed and displayed on 
the noticeboard in the entrance foyer. 
 
Although we sometimes wonder whether some people ever look at the noticeboard when 
coming into the building, others have indicated that they think too much information is 
displayed.   Just shows you canôt win whatever you do!   So we decided in the church office 
that we will no longer put up posters but will include information in the monthly newsletter of 
what will be taking place around the Circuit during the following month.   If you have any 
comments on this change in procedure, please let us know. 
 
So here is what will be happening in the Circuit during the month of July ï 
 
 

Songs for a summer evening 
Holgate Choir invites you to a concert of Songs for a Summer Evening including 
songs recorded by the Carpenters and Cliff Richard. Itôs on Saturday 2 July at 
Holgate Methodist Church at 7.30pm. Come along and enjoy an evening of great 
music! Weôd love to see you there! 
 
Pirates have invaded Husthwaiteé 
Jorvik Gilbert and Sullivan Company present a concert performance of The 
Pirates of Penzance at Husthwaite Methodist Church.  Saturday 9th July, 
7.30pm.  Tickets £7 available from Linda Davison (01347 868449), Margaret 
Duffield (868192) or Jackie Earley (868504).   
 

Your Newsletter 
 
We started producing a monthly newsletter in May 2015 and would like to continue doing this 
as it is a good way of sharing information and preventing the weekly notices from being too full.  
However, a newsletter can be put together only if people contribute items.   Generally this 
hasnôt been a problem, but one or two months weôve been emailing round asking for items.    
 
If you belong to an organisation connected with the church, we would love to include the 
occasional report from you so that everyone knows what is happening in our fellowship.   The 
one item that always seemed to be of interest to readers was the interview with one of our 
members.   We would like to continue these interviews, but can do so only if someone is willing 
to conduct them for us.   Could you help?   Do you like socialising and talking to people?   
Have you got a spare morning or afternoon each month?   Or could you be one of a team of 
interviewers?   Please speak to one of the office team if you can help ï we are waiting to hear 
from you! 



Printer/Photocopier 
 
The printer/photocopier in the church office is, of course, for the use of all church people but, in 
order to know when we need to order more paper and ink cartridges, it would be helpful if we 
know how many people are using it and how many copies are being done.   If you do any 
printing or copying, please fill in the details on the sheet of paper kept on top of the printer. 
 
Many thanks. 
Church Office Team 
 

 



 


